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Fundamental Questions

IHeW miany. SCheeIsS areneecded?
Which grades willf they: senve?

IHeW: miany: students will they: senve?
Wihere willfthey: berlecatied?



Wild Card

Clties can annex residential areas anad
students

County has noe contiel ever annexation

City school systems: alse accommoadate seme
“county” students by tuition

IHOW: many. students Will e 1R’ the: Bleunt
County: system in the futtre?

This has implications for Iong-range school
facility’ planning



1969 University: of Kentucky: Study/

Led tor reerganization; to, K=6:and! 9-12
elementany/highrscheol erganization

Led te' conselidated Iarger high Scheo)s
- Hentage ana\William: Blownt

Led 1o’ larger K-8 elementan Scheols

Abbandoned seme smallerand elder
facilities



Capacity in 1997

Study: recognized portanie units as real
IRfirastructure; but did net account as
PErManent: teaching stations; IRl cole
capacity, analysis

Many: elementan/ Scheels WEere: GVer
capacity Withrmany. pertanie units

IHertage had geod capacity, and
Willian BleUunt Was GVer: Capacity,

Recognized that growith would add te
capacity problems



BEP Impact

State! Better Education Pregram
manaedated smaller classreony size
(MUmber of students pPer class reom)

Thisiweuld put:an added Burden: on
already’ over capacity: elementany.
SCNBO0IS

Population growih Weuld add e hurden



Schoel Pepulation Growih

Bilitas Were: Increasing| as population
Increased

Biiithl ceherts woeuld eventually: need te e
accommodated in the schoel system

IR-migratien I pre-scheel anadl scheel age
greups; alse added torgrewin

he enlarged conorts Would progress threughn
the grades; as they agead

Conprt student: pepulations Were enly/
reduced 1R nigh sehoeol UppEer grades with
dliep-outs



Prejections

Elementany schoel populatien: prejected to
continue Increase

Poetential grades; 6-6' middle schoel population
2,314 1n 1996-97, projected to 2, 715 - actual
2,682 1 200607

IHIgh scheol grades; 9=12 pepulation
3,166 In 1996-97, projected te 3,540 - actual
3,463/ In 2006-07

Effiectively: missed mark By albeut feur
classroems, each fierr middie and Righl scheol
grades respectively



Dr. Spencer’s Beliefs (findings)

Blotnt Ceunty: wWill continue: te; grow: in' total and
schoel populatien.

e cltizens off Blotnt County, Want geod
SCNEOIS, have Nigh expectations for thell
children), are aware: of the: distrct's; facllity:
deficiencies, and are ready and willing te: make
ImMprevements.

here Is a positive: relatienship hetween goeoed
school facllities andf student achievement.



Dr. Spencer’s Beliefs (findings)

Blount Ceunty has twe excellent highrschoels,
With geed facilities, and a comprenensive range
Off course offerings; high schoels students are
ot educationally disadvantaged by the facilities
at present, Put may. e so I grewin centinues.

Blount County, generally, hasiexcellent
elementary school facilities; hewever, the
elementany schoels have a tetal off forty-eight
portakles, approximately: 14% ofi the total
AUMBEr ofi teaching stations. Al additienal
eighteen pertanle classreems wWillfbe added for
1997-98.




Dr. Spencer’s Beliefs (findings)

Fhe distrct must adadlan additional twenty~-twe
elementary schoel classreens e meet the' state
class| Size reguirements; and approximately ten
classroems annually, due te growii,

SCHEEIS With' a significant percentage off chlldren
I portakies place constraints en the education
off all childrentin; the school.




Dr. Spencer’s Beliefs (findings)

Students In grades 6-8 are neither children: or
adults, BUt are i transition between childheed
andl adultheed.

Students In grades 6-6 are at a criticall stage in
thelr development and are est served: by
educationall pregrams;, and a schoe)
erganizatien,, WhICH arer appropriate for thelr
maturty level.

Blount County's middle schooll students are the
mest educationally’ disadvantaged in: the: system
Pecause of iInadeguate facilities and the K-8
elrganizationall structure.



Change in Scheol Organization

Blount County has; a significant shertage of
classroem space In the: elementary, schools.
Rather than add te’ the existing elementany
SCNEOIS or Bulld new enes, the distrct hasithe
eppertunIty’ tor hulld middie schools:

Fhe: planner concurs With the: stallii and heard's
desire te Implement a middle scheol plan of
erganizatien and recemmends that the'long:
range facility: plan’ provide fier a K=5, 6-8, 9-12
eliganization throughoui the county.



High Schoels

The twer nigh scheplss are excellent facilities,
PUT are: presently: over capacity, and fiuirther
QoW IS projecied:

Fhere arerfunedamentaliguestions: regarding
RIghI schoel erganizatien.
Wheniis a highi scheel' large eneugh’?
Wheniis a highi schoel teo lange?
Should permanent classroems be added to
e twoerhnighr schoels?
Willfdoeing ser delay: the need for a thaird kigh
SCNOI?7
IS It better ter plan for portakles at the high
EChIOOIS untilfa third highischoel can e
Uit



High Schoels

A ligh schoel with 1,200 students: can! offer a
comprehensive program: at a reasenanlée cost.
Beyend that size,, there Is a duplication of
pregrams and Services and fewer eppertunities
fer Individual students;

The twe high schoels should be renovated, but
Aot expanded. AcCcomniedate OVercrowaing
With pertakles; adjust the highrschool
attendance line asireguired teralance
MEemBErships and capacities. Plani toe

eventually: build a third high schoeol, seuith of
Manywville.




Middle Schools Grades 6-8

Middle scheels shiould, ideally, senve Between
600 anad 800 students. Given the present
AUMmber ofi middle grade students and the
prejected: growtn,, the: Blount Ceunty: Board: of
Education; should plan for fieur middlie schooels.
A fiftarmiddie scheel will eventually be needed.

he’ hoare

ofi t

pe
N t

shiould place middle sclheolsien each

1e hig

ne Mid

1 scheol sites. Tihe two others should

ocated between Porterand Rockiord, and

diesettiements area.



Middle Schools Grades 6-8

It 1S recommended’ that the Board accept the
nevitability. ef pertakle units at the ieur middle
SCNEOIS, as a step: teward bullding the: fifth
middle scheol. Thereducatienall Specifications
shiould Include a location for the: poltables;
convenient ter eachr house, with firefighting
equipment.




Elementany Schools Grades K-5

Moeving termiddier scheoll erganizauen Will
relieve moest i the capacity, preblems, With
elementary scheols; hut BER mandate will
counter the relief

One new 650 capacity schoel sheuld e
planned in seuthwest pertion of ceunty;

Eairview: shieuld e expanded By e more than
four classreems

e other elementary schooels should e
expanded to accommoaate 650 students



Eive Year Plan 2003-2008

BCS Geal 7: The Blount Ceunty: Schoel
Systemiwilliiniiate: and maintain a facility.
Expansion pregram:and maintenance
proegiam teraccommodate growtiiin student
population: hased upon; student population
studies; and instructional programming REEeds
derived frem instructionall program neeads
assessments. e vision ofi the Bleunt
County Schooll Board Is torhave (49 four high
scheols; (8) eight middle schools, and (16)
Sixteen elementany schoeels Within' 20 years.




Eive Year Plan 2003-2008

The plan had intended: te stalt censtrtction
eff a new: high' schieol inf 2004-05) schoel year,
and 1o eecupy. thernew: school 1n the: 2006-07
SChoeI year

The plan had intended te) start construction
eff @ new west elementary school In the 2005-
06) scheel year, and toreceupy: the new schoe!
I the 2006-07 schoel year

he planiintends 1o begin iImplementation ofi
a leng-range: facility: study: 1n 2007-08



The present system and Its
CAPACILY,



Elemetary School | Enrollment Desz1zn Academic
2006-07 Capacity Capacity
Carpenters 365 1000 650
Eagleton 481 660 650
Fauview 407 : 495
Friendsville 489
Laier 430

Mary Blount 679
Middlesettlements 380
Montvale 415
Forter 721
F.ocltord 407
Townsend 150
Walland 314




Maddle School Enrollment Design Academic
2006-07 Capacity Capacity
Carpenters 699 010 770
Eagleton 403 024 790
Hertage 776 010 770
William Blount 754 010 720

High School Enrolhment Design Academic
2006-07 Capacity Capacity
Heritage High School | 1671 1420 1620
Willlam Blount High 1792 1320 1330




Major Capacity Capital Improvements

New and Converted Schools since 1997

Carpenters Elementary $12.3 million
Eagleton Elementary $11.7 million
Mary Blount Elementary $12.9 million

Carpenters Middle $13.0 million
Heritage Middle $9.7 million
Eagleton Mid. Conversion  $2.2 million
Wm. Blount Middle Conv.  $2.0 million

(in process)

Union Grove Elementary $14.0 million
Union Grove Middle $19.4 million
East End Elementary $15.0 million

$112.2 million




Seme Lingering Questions

IS Schieol capacity’ still anrissue inrappieving
new: develepment?

Wihat Was Wireong With: the previeus way we
addressed scheol capacity In approving new
develepment?

IS tlere some ether way: that We: canl adadress
e schioell capacity’ ISSUe IR relation to; Rew
development?

Should the Planning Commission be invelved
I any: new facilities planning for schools?



QUESHIeNS?

Comments
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